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Discover Britain

For more
information
about living
in Britain,
call Ext.

3145.

By Linda Laws
Community relations advisor

Next weekend the base plays host to a
number of the Battle of Britain veterans
for their annual reunion. They are known
as “The Few,” after the famous words
said by Sir Winston Churchill — “Never
in the field of human conflict has so much
been owed by so many to so few.”

There is no doubt that winning the
Battle of Britain was crucial to the out-
come of World War II. So much so that
there are many reminders of the impor-
tance “The Few” and their allies played in
the history of the world. One of the ways
in which history is kept alive is the great
number of aviation museums, particularly
in this part of the country. They can pro-
vide interest both for the real enthusiast,
or for the casual observer looking for a
day out.

Imperial War Museum
There are four elements to the Imperial

War Museum — the main museum,
Duxford Airfield, HMS Belfast and the
Cabinet War Rooms.

Imperial War Museum,
Lambeth Road
London SE1 6HZ

See thousands of displays ranging
from arts to aircraft. Special features in-
clude interactive videos, the walk-through
Trench Experience with soldiers going
over the top (from World War I), and the
Blitz Experience complete with sounds,
smells and other effects. Operation Jeri-
cho shows you what it was like to fly with
the Royal Air Force on a bombing raid
over Europe.

Museum open daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Closed Dec. 24-26.
Admission:  Adults £4.75, children

£2.35.
Information:  (0171) 416 5321.

Duxford Airfield
Duxford
nr Cambridge CB2 4QR

This famous RAF station played a vital
role in the Battle of Britain. Over 140 air-
craft are on display along with military ve-
hicles, artillery, naval exhibits and sup-
porting exhibitions. Duxford is a living
museum; so, ongoing restoration work
may mean that some exhibits will be un-
available on certain occasions.

Her Majesty the Queen will open
Duxford’s new American Air Museum on

Aug. 1. The 70,000 square-foot exhibition
building is designed to house Europe’s
finest collection of historic American
combat aircraft.

Open daily 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (end March-
mid Oct.) and 5 p.m. in winter.

Closed Dec. 24-26.
Admission:  Adults £6.40, children

£3.20.

HMS Belfast, moored close to
the Tower of London
Morgan’s Lane
Tooley Street
London SE1 2JH

HMS Belfast is Europe’s last big-gun
armoured warship of the Second World
War. Explore all seven decks from the top
of her bridge down to her massive boiler
and engine rooms. See inside her triple
six-inch gun turrets and experience what
life was like for her crew in the cramped
mess decks, officers’ cabins, galley and
sick bay.

Open daily - summer 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
(March 1-Oct. 31) - winter 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Closed Dec. 24-26.
Admission:  Adults £4.40, children

£2.30.
Information:  (0171) 407 6434.

Cabinet War Rooms
Clive Steps
King Charles Street
London SW1 2AQ

This complex of underground rooms
beneath Whitehall was the nerve centre
where Churchill and his Chiefs of Staff
masterminded Britain’s war effort. The 21
rooms have been preserved exactly as
they were fifty years ago and include the
cabinet room, map room, Churchill’s bed-
room and the Transatlantic telephone
room which allowed Churchill to speak di-
rectly to the President in the White

House.
Rooms open daily 9.30 a.m. (10 a.m.

from Oct. 1-March 31) - 6.00 p.m.
Closed Dec. 24-26.
Admission:  Adults £4.40, children

£2.20
Information:  (0171) 930 6961

Royal Air Force Museum
Grahame Park Way
Hendon
London NW9

This is Britain’s national museum of
aviation and tells the fascinating story of
flight. The historic aircraft on display in-
clude the legendary Sopwith Camel and
the Spitfire through to the Harrier and
Phantom of the Falklands War. A flight
simulator gives you the experience of fly-
ing in a Tornado, and there is a Jet Pro-
vost trainer in which to sit. Children’s
workshops take place in school holidays.

Open daily 10 a.m.-6 p.m.  Closed Dec.
24-26 and Jan. 1.

Admission:  Adults £5.85, children
£2.95.

Information:  (0181) 205 2266.

The Shuttleworth Collection
nr Biggleswade
Bedfordshire SG18 9EP
(2 miles from the A1)

Housed on the Old Warden Aero-
drome, this collection was created by Ri-
chard Shuttleworth in the 1930’s. It’s now
one of the few traditional all-grass aero-
dromes still in regular use. Richard
Shuttleworth joined the Royal Air Force in
1939 but was killed in a night flying acci-
dent in 1940. His mother established the
richard Ormonde Shuttleworth Remem-
brance Trust, and the Shuttleworth Col-
lection has been open to the public since
1963.

Admission:  Adults £6.00, children
£4.00, family ticket £15 (2 adults and 2
paying children).

Aviation museums spark interest in all


